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1.S8 

gr-evisk lw«. The whole of Hie trader surface of the body 
is of a ferruginous colour, varying in intensity according 
to agei The legs are short, feet pentadactyle, webbed, and 
in' the fore feet the web extends a short distance beyond 
the claws, is loose, and falls back when the animal bur- 
rows. The head is fiat ; and from the mouth two lips, or. 
mandible!!, project, resembling the beak of a Shoveller- 
duck ; the lower mandible is shorter and narrower than 
the upper, and its internal edges are channelled with nu- 
merous 'stria, resembling, in some degree, those seen in 
the bill of the thick. The colour of the superior mandi- 
ble above, when seen in an animal recently taken out of 
the water, is of a dull, dirty, greyish black, covered with 
innumerable minute, dots, and- the cartilaginous continua- 
tion around the mandible is uniformly smooth and soft. 
The eyes are very small, but brilliant, and of a light brown 
colour ; they are situated rather high up the head, The_ 
external orifice of the ear is situated at the upper part of 
the external angle of the eye; the orifice is easily disco- 
vered when a living specimen is examined, as the animal 
is then seen frequently to open and close it; but remain- 
jug collapsed in' dead specimens, it is not readily perceived 
by persons unacquainted with its exact situation. From 
this orifice a semicircular cartilaginous canal is continued, 
which terminates at the base of the skull, and probably 
increases the intensity of sound, giving the animal an 
acute auditory power. The size varies; but the males 
are usually found to be, in a small degree, larger than the 
females ; the average length being from eighteen to twenty 
inches. 

Wlien the fur is wet the animal, has; a, soiled and far 
from attractive appearance, resembling more a lump of 
dirty {reeds which 'are often seen floating about the rivers, 
than any production of the animal kingdom ; it would 
therefore" often escape observation, but for its paddling, 
motion, in the water ; such was its appearance when lying 
doad en the surface, or when drifted by the stream against 
the stump of a tree, or among the reeds and bulrushes 
growing profusely near and upon the banks of the river. 

When the Ornnhorynehus is captured, it makes great 
efforts to regain its liberty, and its loose integuments cause 
it to be retained with difficulty, for the animal feels as if 
it was . contained in a thick for bag, under which are very 
powerful cutaneous muscles. During its struggles to 
escape it makes no aftemp^ (o bite, but occasionally enjits 
a tow -growling noise. The aj).pi'Jigiues "Se th,em for food. 
TJie'nretbods employed in, then" capture are by digging 
them out' of th,e. biUH'AWS) ft? % s|>earitig- them. They 
dig up (he b.ufrows njfc certain, seasons of the year, w b.eri 
thfe ydmig are.ppafly fu.tf g|wvn, and at tba,t time they 
conquer, them ex-cell it, a nig, arid often capture (he old 
ammal 9,6 the same times, ■' 
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ST. THE AUTHOR OF " S.iTWYN." :. 

Gl>, betwteotia are the forms that stand 

Beyond iloath'is dusky: vi'aVe, 
And beckon to;the spirits' land,. ,; 

Across the narrow grave ! 

No, dam p is, on th.e. freed one's brow, 

^Jo dunness in his eyp ; 
The dews of heaven rffrcsli him now, 

The iipunt of light is nigh. 

The parent souls that o'er our bed 
Oft poured the midnight p/aycr, 
Now wonder where their cares are fled, 
And calmly yrait us there. 

The dearer still— the close entwined . . 

With bands of roseate htie : 
We thought them fair; but now we find 

'Twas but their shade; we knew. ' ; ' 

'Tib sweet, when o'er the earth unfurled 
Spring's verdant banners wave, : 

To think how fair yon upper world., 
Which knows flo winiry gr#y<e> 



'Tis sweet, when tempests earth deform, 
Anil whirlwinds sweep the sky, 

To know a haven from the storm, 
When worlds themselves must die ; 

To know that there in safety rest 

The tranquil barks of those 
Who, soaring on life's billowy crest, 

Attained to heaven's repose ; 

To know that brethren fondly wait 

Our mansion to prepare — 
That death but opes that mansion's gate, 

And, lo ! our souls are there' 1 



IRISH ANI> BANISH IUTIJS. 

Sitir— As. a constant reader and admirer of yo.ur cheap 
and excellent journal, I feci not a. little gratified at the 
increasing prosperity thereof, as announced in. the preface 
of the second volume : and I entertain a sanguine; hope 
that so valuable a periodical will always meet \yith, and 
continue to he held in, the estimation which if sphighly 
deserves. 

You will, perhaps, allow me to intrude on your co- 
lumns a few observations concerning the mffis, or, as the 
country people call them, foris, (Irish leara;), so thickly 
scattered throughout Ireland, and said to have been con. 
struetcd \>y the ' Danes, In reference to these singular 
habitations, one circumstance strikes me very forcibly, as 
being '(to myself at least) a very unaccountable difference 
in their formation — namely, that in several parts of Ire, 
land, in Kerry for instance, all, or most of them, are open, 
each having a small door or inlet in the centre; while jp 
o.ther parts, as the county of Limerick, ho passage to tire 
interior is visible in any of them. Someyears since Jmi 
the curiosity to visit about twenty of these forts, fa 
the neighbourhood of Killarney, and several more in other 
parts of Kerry; and found in each an opening in the cen- 
tre, like a small arch; most of them having also stone 
steps descending to the bottom. I have visited many 
more in the counties of Cork, Limerick, and several other 
parts, but could never find the least trace of a passage tp 
the inside. There is a very large one at Killilagh,'sik 
miles S. E. of -Newcastle, county of Limerick ; and abba} 
ten years ago, a gentleman who resided there caused it 
to be dug up by an timber of his labourers, in. order to ex- 
plore the interior, which, however, after digging to a con- 
siderable depth, they failed to find. i?o? several miles 
round.' this place there is scarcely a. townland without one 
of these forts, but no entrance appears to any of them. 
. Mr. Editor, these remarks may appear trifling, o,r worth 
little notice ; bnt, perhaps, they would, if inserted, elicit 
some valuable 'information from other quarters respecting 
these Danish forts, as they are called. In the hope, there- 
fore, that some of your able correspondents will favour 
us with an explanation on this subject, t request you 
witi give these lines a place in the Penny Journal. 

T. G. 



JSTIIAOB5INART CiReilMSTAKCE. 

The chaplain in Lady Wares's family had dreamed that 
on such a day he should die ; but being by aU the family 
•laughed out of the belief of it, he hail almost forgotten „it, 
till' the evening before at supper. There being 'thirteen 
at table, according to an old conceit, that one of the family 
must soon die, one of the young ladies pointed to hifni 
that he was the person! Upon this lie recollected his 
dream, and became disconcerted, and Lady Ware reprov* 
ing him for his superstition, he said he was assured' that 
he, was to die before morning ; but being perfectly welf.he 
was not attended to. It was Saturday night, and he was 
to preach next day. He retired to his room, arid saf. tip 
late, as it appeared by the burning of his candle ; lis 
had been preparing notes for his seraon, but Wft9 fouiii 
ilead in his bed &i& next morning, 



